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The Divine Office and the Roman Breviary
INTRODUCTION

"Divinun Offcium imitatio est coelestis concentus.tt St. Bomventure.

fust es the Mass is the otre great sacrifice of the Church, so is the Divine Oficc
her one great g!!g prayer. Wtren the cleric or priest recites it, he is not bon-
oring God merely in his om nme: he is, though a1on9-qgd praying silently, the
reprentative and spokesman ofgJlthe faithful onfgarth) "The Divine Office,"
wites Father A. B. O'Neill, "is the pmyer of the Church, and the priest, with
Breviary in hand, is the Church's ambassador, dowered witb her credentials
and charged with the mission of profiering to God the homage of her woship
aod her gratitude."

The 'Sreviarium Romanum" contains this Diviae Office, which all prieste

and all clerics in sced ordes are obliged to recite daily. The word "Brevia-
rium" (abridqtgent) indicates that the contents are a kind of epitome. About
the rrth century an ofrcial and considerable shortening was made in the Office

that hacl been recited up to that time, and the Office-book brought into use tben waa

called a "Breviariuo.t' The eailiest MS. containing the entife canoniel Ofrce
is of the year ro99, and rs presered in the Maarin library.

Tbe Broviary is dividett, for convenience, itto tK volumes, corcslnadrng
to each season of the year: Pare Hiemalis, Pas Vema, Pars Aestiva, Pars Autum-
oelis. In the introduction to the Prs Eienatis will be found, besides the usual
matter. the "Divino Affiatu" of Pius X, which went into efiect Jan. rst, r9r3'
aad the collection of general rubrics goveming the recitatiotr of the Office.

The Apostolic Constitution "Divino Affiatu" introduced a momentous change

ln the O6ce, for it set aside a distribution of the Pslms, respected in the Office
for more than a ttrousand years. It had a twofold I[rIDse: rst' to bring about
the recitatioa of the entire Pulter (r5o Ps.) within the week, and to rc3gggr A
trhe parts of the Office as to lighten the burden of mying it;2nd, to rctore the 6,
seasons of the Ecclesiastical Year to their prolrer place of honor, without, however.

-ffig the Saints of the honor due them.

When recited privately, i, e., outside of choir, the order relative to the difierent
Hours is not obligatory, though it is of -strict obligatior! to recit€ the whole O6ce,
frm Matins to Complin, before midnight. No ceremonies are obligatory in
private recitation, though they are "laudabiliter" observed, whea convenient.

Matutinum et Laudes ante Missam recitari debent, secundm rubricm (I, i).
Attamen haec obligetio ne sub levi quidem est, si honesta causa subsit, ut esset

major devotio. Pr3louqtiatildebet se vocals, setl ggg-est necesse, ut recitans
* eudiat. Recitandae-preterea sunt Horae "digne, atteote Ec devotqt' ged

dd6ifiectndm Layman, Croix, Noltlin. Oje-tiilalimdie, @@
Ut quis stisfaciat, Hore recitari posunt quocuttlque ia loco et q!99u!0qrra-dl&.
Rubdcae vero que stare, genufletere, etc.iiiFn-t,-Ed6ofr pei-inmt. D'Aon'
III, r so.



Bach volune of the Breviary is divided into:
L The Ordinariurs: containing prayers to be sid before ard after the rci-

tation of the Omce; particular rubrics; Abmlutions and Elesingr
for the Iresons in Matins; Benedictus; Magni6et; Nunc dimittis:
Preces; ferial Chaptes; etc.

lL The Psalterium: contsining the common parts of the Office for Sunday
aad the days of the week. From it every Office takes somethiag.
The large Breviaries reprint ferial and dominical Chapters in tho
Pglter.

l, 
" 

W The Proprium de Tempore: containing the,.scriphrrl Occurrcnarr (Script,
AVn" Occ.), i. e. selections from Sacred Scripture ananged acording to thc- Sundays and ferias of the Ecclesiastiel Yeer; parts grctrr to the

Ecclesiastical *amnsi alm Antiphons, Prayes prolrr to €ch Sutr-
day, and heuce Prayer proper to ferias, etc.-f, each volme of the
Breviary.

, 4, n The Proprium Sanctorum: containing parts of Offie proper to the fixed
,Ja.*'' Feasts of the Bleseed Virgin, the Saints, and a few of our Lord.,

V. The Commune Sanctorum: containing or iadicating parts of Omce not
found in the proprim Sanctorm, 

C*_rrt i.i;,,
Then follow the " Commune Dedicationis Ecclesiae,'. .. Commuao

Festorum B. M. V.," "Officium S, Mariae Virginie inSebbato," et{-

fl. The Proprium of Religious Orders, Congregations, Dioceses: which
should be consulted for any Ofhce peculiar to thera.

Qfices oay be divided into:
1A): Offic.66i] emb,racing dupl. rae et zae classis, dupl. maj., semialupl.

. -(B): 
Offic. ut inlPsaltl et prop. loco, embracing dupl., semidupl.

lk<',,* t Suaday: Dom., de e, in the Ordo.
.d'e-ft f, Ferial:de ea, de eo; only r Noct. in Mat. (q Antt., 9 ps. and 3lrcssons).

if ,Sinple:simpl. (B); only r Noct. in Mat, (9 Antt., q Pss. and 3 Lesons). No
znd Vesp.

Geaeral ilirectiols for reciting the OEce:
r) Open Ordoat date and see the natue of the O6ce of the day-it is indi-

sted after the letter assigning the color of vestments. Then lo-,k 6rst at the
Proper of the Office in the Breviary; what is not given there will be found in
the Common, Psalter and Ordinary.-In using the schema opposite, simply
ro the eye down the column in which the Office of the day is classified and
take the prrt from the sction of the Breviary therein indicated.

z) Wlen directed elsewhere in the Breviary, read that ptrt oDly you wet!
directed there to take.

ln the Schena Oppo8ite:

Feast means: take part from the Proper or the Conmon of the Ofrce.
P. de T. means: take part from the Propc de Teopore. Cf, UI;6re.
Psalt. (S) neans: take part frcm Sunday in the Psalter.
Psalt. f. c. means: take part from cunent feria in the Psalter.
Pr. Sunday m@m: take prayer, unless proper. from preeding Sudey in tbe

P. de T.
The Ordo will always indicete when the Su$ragiun ald Procos are to b€ 6sid.
The Ordo will always note any crcegtiols to the Schema,(t



lrlATIN$
Apri, Domine.f etc'. '.... . .

Patcr, Ave, Credo' etc:. .. . . .

Invitstoriur (twice)'........
Venite (altern. with Inv.) . J. .

Hymn.,.
!!t lfoct[f!

(If you stop here, cf.

LAT'DS

ffiilary

Feest
minary

FeaEt

Feaet

Ordinary

Feast

.b'east

Feast

Ordiaary

Feast
Psalt. (S)

Fest

Ordirary
Feast

Fsist
cf. dete

ffiiaary

fJube, Dominc, ctc.. Bene-
I diction....,

31L".*r, Tu cutcn.... '...
I Responlorium. .

/ -"rrdnnrrto
''' ^ t Antiphor (partorentire). .

r \ PslE, Gloris, Ant. (entire)

- t Antiphon (Part or atir€) ' .

" I Pslm. Glori,a, Art. (entire)

- t Antiphon (part or entire) ' .

r I Psaln. Gloria, Ant' (entire)

Vere., Rosg., Patcr (no

Abrolution...

Ve{p., etc,, as iir rst N@1... .

L€sso!3, eta,, as io tst Noct. . .

lrd noctgn

Vera.. etc.,:as in rrt Nct...
Lssons. etc., s ia rgt N@t
Te Dm (eftalalt Lesgon)

Pater, Ave (uless Mat,

f Autiphm (part or entire) . .

5 | P*fm, Gloria...... . .. . ..
I Antiphon (mtire).........

Chapter, D. G., Hyma, Vm.
aad Resp.

Aatiphoa (pert orentire). . ...
BmedictusEloria
Aotiphun (entire)..
Ireceg (if Prec. fer. in Ordo). .

bm-. vot., orcaue: Pr.ayer..

Deusi in adjutorium, etc.. . . .

C-mmmontiod <lt d'iff..
Sufingium (if Su.ffr. in
Dom. Vob., Bea. Dom., eic' '
Art. liaalic B. M. V.

cedes). . .

O

FERITL SDtPrt

Ordiaery

Feest
Ordimry

FeEst

Pnlt, f. c.

Ordinary

Fest

Psalt. f. c.

Fgast
ffiinery

Psalt. f. c.

Fest

Ordinary
Fegst

Fesst.
cf. date

Ordinary

Ordinary

Psalt. (S)

Ordirary
Psalt. (S)

ffiinary

Pcalt, f. c.
Ordinary
Prslt. f. c.

*f."
Feast

frinary
Fesst

Ordinlry

ryoto3
(rl,crroasfA
3tdfrom w
Fcgrt,

Te Dcuo)

Fcast

Ordiaary
Fc8|t

Fcert.
cf. dst
ffiinsl7

Pr*
Psalt. f. c, ,stt. t. c.

Script. Occ.

P. de T.
Ordinary

Psalt. (S)

P, de T.
Ordiasry
P. deT.

P. de T.
cf. date
ffiinary

ffiimry

Script. Occ.

(r I*rsons)

Psslt. f. c.

P. de T.
Ordinery
P. de T.
Ordinary

Pr. Sundoy
cf. date

Ordiaary

Pralt. f. e



SCSEMA
(B) ST'NDAY

gRIME

Pater, Ave, Credo, etc.
ways)......,.

Hyma....
Aatiphon (part only)........
3 Pss, (4, if Sch. II used i

Ijs.)....
Quicuque (if Ordo directs) .

Antiphon (entite) . .

Chapter,D,G., Resp. brev., Reg. Saec.
Preces (if Prec. fer. or Prec.

Psalt. (S)

Fsst (Lds.)

Psalt. (S)

Ordinary

Feast (N.)
Ordinary

Ordinary

Feast (N.)
Ordinary

Ordinary
Psalt. (S)

Reg. Saec,

Ordinary

Pslt. (S)

Dom. vob., Oremus: Domi
Deus. . . .

Dom. vob., Pretigg, etc. . . . .
Deus iu adjut. (.1','hotlessing
Gloria, Kyrie, Pater........ .

Respice, etc., Oremus:
Jube Dom. etc., Dies et
Lectio brevis.
Tu autm Domine, etc. ..... .

Adjut. nost. etc,, Benedicite..
Dom. nos beneilicatf ..,.. . . .

(Pater and Amen, if you
here).

LITTLE HOI'RS
Pater, Ave, etc. (always), . . . .

Hymn....
Antiphon (part only).,,...,.
3 Psalns, Gloria., .

Antiphon (entire)..
Chaptr, D. G., Resp.brev.,e
Preces (if Prec. fer. in Ordo) . .
Dom. vob., Orem'rs: Prayer. .

Dom. vob., etc.............
(Pater and Amen, if you

here)

tf.B

Psalt. (S)

Feast (Lds.)
Psalt. (S)

Feast,,(Lds.)

Psalt. f. c.

Ordimry
Pr. Sunday

Psalt. f. c.

Feast
'r;;";"'

Psalt. (S)

In (A), Feasts antiphons for Prime and Little Hours (Terce, Sext.
Nones) are antiphons r, 2, 3 and 5 respectively of Lauds of the
Feast.

For Pslms to be said in Prime, cf. Rubric. The Ordo always indi-
etes when 4 Pslms are to be said, This is always the case wben
Sch. II of Pss, is used in Lauds. ,r,. . -

In Prime, the Lectio brevis for (Aj, (n) ana Simple is the Chaptet
of Nones in the Proper or the Common of the Offrce.

In Prine, the Verse in the Resp. brev. must be changed during
certain seasns of the year. The Rubric and asterisk * in the
Ordo indicate when.

Prlme, Little Houre and Comptin have Hymn ..eiusdem metrirr-
hence the doxology (last stanza) is changed when Ordo iadietes.

U:

Psalt. f. c. Psalt. f.. c.

Ordinary Ordinary

Feast (N.)
Ordinary

Psalt. f, c.



SCEEMA

9ESPERS (rst or znd)
Pater, Ave, etc. (always)... - -

{ Antiphon (part or entire) . .

5{ Pstm. Gloria........,...
IAntiphoa, entire......... .

Chapter, D. G.....
Hymn, Vers. end Resp. .. .. .

Antiphon (part or eDtire). . . .

Magnificati....
Antiphon (entire)..
Prees (if Prec. fer. in Ordo) . ..
Dom. vob., Oremus:-Prayer,.
Comemoration (if any).....
Suffragim (if Sufir. in Ordo)
Dom, vob.. etc..............
(Pater and Amen, if you stop

here)

COMPLIN
Jube, Domine, etc., Noctem,

etc..etc..,....
Antiphon (part only)........
g Pss., Antiphon (entire).....
Ilymn, Chapter, D. G., Resp.

br...... .

Salva nos.
Nunc dimittis,t Gloria... ..
Salva nos (mtire). . .

Prece (if Prec. in Ordo).. . . .

Dom.vob.. etc., Omus : Visita
Dom. vob., Ben. Dom., D. G.
Benedicatt et custodiat......
Ant. fimlis B. M. V.........
Poter, Ave, Credo........ .. .

Sacrcsanctae, etc., Patet, Ave

Ordinary
Fest

Feast
cf. date

Ordinary
Psalt. (S)

(B)

Pslt. f. c.

Feast

Ordinary
Feast

Ordinary
Pslt. f. c.

(A)

Feast

Ordimry

SI'ITDAY EERIAL SIIIPLE

Pslt. (S)

P. de T.
Ordinaiy
P. de T.

P. de T.
cf. date

Ordinary

Pslt. f. c.

;*;
Ordinary
P. de T.
Ordiury

Pr. Sunday
cf. date

Ordilsry

Ps8lt. f. c.

Feast

Ordinary
Femt

Fest
cf. date

Ordinary

Ordimry
Pslt. (s)

Ordinary
Psalt. f, c.

Ordinstt
Psalt, f. c.

Ordimry Oraliaery

a

N.8 The Ordo will almys indicatc which Vepers to sy in €s of @tr-
drcnce. Consult the notes following.

There is but e sitrgle Sufiragim in Vespers, ancl is the sme as thet
ia Lauds, During the Pa*hal season tbis is replaced by the
Comemoratio de Cruce,

Complin always ends ag ebove, even when Matins immediately
follow. The ArtiDhona faalis varies Fith the ssn.

'When the Sacrosarctr.e, Patcr antl Ave are ruited, trlcaling, aftcr
the Office, pardon is obtained for the faults committed during thc
recitation.

For tbe Ofrcluo Stac. lf,ariae Vtrgrrlsirsrbbtto+. tbc Breviaty
after the Commoa of the Blessed Virgin.

@



SUMMARY

(Arr OEc. prop.:

Matlns: everything from the. '.... '.. .Feart

Iluits: everything except the Psalms from the. ..' . . . " . .' .' . Fcast
Psalms from Sunday in the.... . . . . .Psaltcr(S)

Pdmc: Antiphon and Lectio brevis from the... .... . .Feast
Hymn, Pslms, etc., from Ordinary and the......... . .Psglter(S)

Llttlc Eours: Ant., Chapter, Vers' and Resp., Pnyer..... . ' . .Feast
Hymn, Pslrns.,. .Pslter(S)

Vcslrrs: everything except Magni6cet from the. ... .Feast

Complin: everything from Sundav in the...... .. '. . .Psalter(S)

(Bl! Orfic. ut in Psalt. et prop. loco:

Matiae: Invitatory and Hymn, Lessons of rnd eld 3rd Noct.
from...... .....Fcast

Antiphons, Psalms, Vers. and Resp... . . . ' . . .Psdtcr l. c.

Lesson of rst Noctun..... ......ScriDt- OcG.

Iruils: Antiphons and Pelmsfrom the.'.. ..... '..Psrlter l. c.
Chapter, Hymn, Ant. ad Ben., Prayer from the.. . ' ' . .Fegst

Prtne: everything except Lectio brevis from the.... . ...,. . '.Psalter l. c.

Iactio brevis is the Chapter of Nones of the'.. . . . , . . .Fcaat

Llttlc Eours: Hymns, Antiphons, Psalrns from the.. .PsaltGr l. s'
Chapter, Ven. aad Resp., Prayer from the.. '..... . ,.trsast

Ycagctg: Antiphons and Psalms from the. .. . . .. '...Pesltor f. c.

Chapter, Hymn, Ant' ad Mag., Prayer from the.......Fcast
Complln: everything from the Ordinary and the......... . .. . .Pgalter l. c.

Suoilay Ofrce: de ea, Dom.:

Difiers from (B) senidupler onlY in:

Mttlns: the I Ifsons, and Resp. for the 3 Nmt. fron the....P. dc T.
Pnyer, Ant. ad Ben. and. lfag. from the...... ' . . . ' .P. dG T.
Everything else from the Ordinary and the... '... . .Psdtcr(S)

Ferial OEce.' de ea, de m (Sabb.):

Difiers from (B) senidupler onlv in:

tfietlas: only r Noct. (9 Antt. and q Pss' and then tne 3 lcssons)
Prayer, unless proper, from the preceding Sunday in the... . ' .P. de T.
Everything ele, including Preces, from the Ordinary and the..Psalter I' c.

The Chapter for Prime is "Pacem" in Ordimry or tbe........Psaltor l. c.

Shole OiBce: simpl. (B) or simpl. in Ordo:

Ditrerg from (B) seniduPler onlY in:

Matias: only r Noct. (9 Antt. and 9 Pss. without interruption)
Lessons r and z from the...... .... 'Script. Occ

3rd Lessonfrm the..... ...... '...Feas'
Ifo :nd Vesoers.



A FEW NOTES

t) Commemorations are made in Lauds, aod tst and rod Vcqnrs.
The lollowlng must be sid in the order giva:
L$!ds: Antiphon (eatire) of thc Benedictus of the OEce Commemorated.:

Vese and Respon* immcdiotely prccediog this Antiphon;
Oremus: then prayer of the Office Commemorated,

Vcspers: Altiphon (entirc) of tbe Maenificat of the OEce Coomemorated;
Vene and Regponse immediately trrecediog this AntiphonS
Oremus: then prayer of the Oftce cotmemorated.

A Llnd of Connemorrtio is also made rn Matins, by replacing tbe r€gutar
gth le$on by a special one. Indicsted thus in the Ordo:

Lcct.9 de bom, tcr.i tst lessn of the curcot feria frcm the p. de T.
Lcct.9 dc hoo. vitil,3 rst lesn of the vigil, containing the Gocpel and homiln
Lect. 9 de hoo. Doo:: 7th lesson of the Omce of Sunday in the P, de T.
Lect.9 de S. (name): the Saint's history compressed into a single lesson.

2) Most Offices have two Vespers, one at the beginning called tst Vespera, tha
other at the end called :nd Vespers. Only one Vespers is sid each ila,n

tat VestErs ("Vesp. de eeq."), if sid, are always sid or precediag day;
lnd Vespers ("Vesp." or "Ad Vesp."), if said, are alwa1ru sid on the rlay itsalt

Ia csse of Concurre[ce:
a) Oae of the Vesp. is said entirc, the other cntirely omitted; or
b) One of the Vesp. is said eatire, the other conoemorated, indicated in Ortlo:

c) Vesp. de soq. cod. praec.: rst Vesp. of the dayfollowing,using, however.
today's Antt, and Ps. (except in (A) feasts, when they m proper).
ud commemorating to-day's znd Vesp.

F) Ad or In Vesp. com. seq.: recite to-day's znd Vesp,, making medy q,

bommemoration from to-monow's rst Vesp,; or
O) The two Offices may each share eqully in the Vesp,, indieted thus:

Vesp, a cap. de seq. com. praec.: recite to-day's znd Vesp. as far as the
end of the Pss., then to-monow's rst Vesp. from the Chapter to the
end of the Office, comemorating to-day's znd Vesp.

3) The abbreviations used in the Ordo are erplained. in its introduction, Aa
Ofrce merely commemorated is said to be simplified, since simples are regu-
larly only commemorated.

4) Ia doublcs and higher Offices, the antiphons are sid entire before and aftcr
the Psalms in Matins, Lauds and Vespers. In semidoubles and lower, the
Antiphons are said eotire only alter the Psalms.

The "Gloria Patri it etc. is gid after every Pslm, unless a Rubric forbitls.

"Tu auten Domine, miserere lobis. Deo Gratias,,t after all Lessons.

5) For further inlormation regarding the Divhe O6ce, cf,:
A History of the Roman Breviary (grd ed.)-By Mgr. P. Battifol.
Tbe New Psalter and lts UsFBy Rev. E. Burton and Rw. E, lfyere.
Notfs rn the New Rubrics-By Rev, A. J. Eetherington
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